CHARLES   II                         23

So Montrose died on the scaffold above the
hysterical rejoicings of religious i/ianiacs, and
Charles, gaily perjuring himself an^ freely promis-
ing to undertake things that he knew would
never be done, agreed to the terms of the Com-
missioners in the spring, and, having taken the
Covenant in the Moray Firth, was permitted to
land in Scotland towards the end of June.

Though nominally King, he was in fact
Argyll's prisoner. His Court was carefully
cc purged " of "all profane, scandalous, malignant
[i.e. royalist], and disaffected persons " -that is
to say, of almost everyone with any intelligence
and personal charm - and his days were divided
between " fasts," cc humiliations," and repeated
asseverances that only the fulfilment of the
Covenant would bring peace to a wicked \vorld.
The effect of all this, and of the constant spying
and interference, the endless sermons and the
specious groans of self-righteous congregations,
was to confirm him in the course of hypocrisy
begun at Breda. Pleasure-loving by nature, he
now found himself deprived of all recreation but
an occasional round of golf; even to listen to the
music of stringed instruments was a sin, and most
women, in the eyes of the Covenanters, were
whores. In this deplorable and depressed con-
dition, Charles, unable to trust anybody and